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D219 is committed to providing an equitable 

learning environment that embraces diversity 

and individual student needs, while preparing 

students to achieve their full potential as a part 

of our global community.

d219 mission statement:

D219 encourages students to become contributing members of the larger community. In Oc-
tober, more than 120 students participated in Niles West’s Wolf Pack Gives Back, a day of 
community service. 
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1. We value experiences 
that enable individuals 
to exceed expectations.

2. We embrace diversity    
and will work to eliminate 
the racial predictability 
of student achievement.

3. We are committed to 
employing professional 
staff members who are 
culturally competent, 
reflective of our student 
body and qualified to 
advance district initiatives.

4. We value collaboration 
with partners and stake-
holders (globally).

5. We value meeting 
these commitments 
in the most fiscally 
responsible manner.

  VALUES

bo
ar

d of education values

BOARD OF EDUCATION
President David Ko - Term Expires 2019
Vice President Joseph Nowik - Term Expires 2021
Secretary Richard Evonitz - Term Expires 2021
Secretary Pro Tem Linda Lampert - Term Expires 2019
Members Naema Abraham - Term Expires 2021

Brian Novak - Term Expires 2019
Mark Sproat - Term Expires 2019
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Having now served as Superintendent of Niles Township High 
School District 219 for two years, I continue to learn about 
our schools and our community, continue to talk with and 
get to better know our teachers and support staff members, 
and continue to marvel at the enthusiasm and involvement 
of our wonderful students. I know for a fact that our students 
at Niles North, Niles West and Niles Central are fortunate to 
attend schools that benefit from the strong support of tax-
payers and the extensive community resources; you allow 
us to provide excellent opportunities for all of our students 
to learn and to succeed in high school and beyond.

While we are proud of what we already offer students, we 
recognize that we can do even better. One of the themes 
our Board of Education members and I have heard most 
clearly and most frequently from students and their families 
is that they would like to be better informed about what 
options they have for life after high school. Should they at-
tend a four-year college or university? Go to a community 
college or some other two-year program? Are there well-
paying jobs that do not require a college degree and, if so, 
how do students qualify for them? What about entering the 
armed services?

In today’s increasingly competitive global marketplace, 
and with the ever-rising cost of college tuition, some of our 
students and their families are asking for more guidance 
during their high school years about how to better prepare 
for the future. We recognize that while attending a tradi-
tional four-year college or university may be the best option 
for some students, it is not the best or only option for others. 

To acknowledge this realization, the D219 Board of Educa-
tion has revised the district’s official mission statement. The 
new mission states:

SUPERINTENDENT LETTER

“Our goal is to provide 

our students with the 

best possible education, 

to help them apply what 

they are learning today 

to what they can do to-

morrow, and to open as 

many doors to them as 

we can as they prepare 

for life after high school.”

—Superintendent 

   Steven Isoye

D219 is committed to providing an equitable 

learning environment that embraces diversity 

and individual student needs, while preparing 

students to achieve their full potential as a part 

of our global community.
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To provide more constructive guidance for all of our students, D219 is rolling 
out its new Career Pathways framework. The district’s new 2018-19 planning 
guide (course guide) for students lays out 11 different pathways that students 
can explore, covering fields from Architecture & Construction to Transporta-
tion, Distribution & Logistics. Each pathway is matched to courses we offer in 
each of our curricular departments, allowing students to understand what 
classes they can take in high school to prepare them for various career op-
tions. The planning guide also suggests how our high schools’ extracurricular 
clubs and activities can expose them to particular career opportunities, and 
offers other helpful college- and career-related information.
 
This year, incoming freshmen will meet at the start of the school year with 
their guidance counselors to learn about the Career Pathways framework, 
and we will ask each freshman to choose one (or more) pathway that inter-
ests that student. Though many students may continue to change their minds 
throughout their high school career about their pathway selections, it is valu-
able for students to explore multiple areas while they are still in high school to 
help them decide where their skills and passions exist. Our Student Services 
team members will work with students throughout their high school years to 
investigate different career options and to make informed decisions.
 
We are highlighting this Career Pathways program so extensively in this year’s 
community newsletter because our Board of Education and district admin-
istration believe strongly that we owe it to our students to ask them to think 
deliberately and constructively about their futures. Our goal is to provide our 
students with the best possible education, to help them apply what they are 
learning today to what they can do tomorrow, and to open as many doors 
to them as we can as they prepare for life after high school.  
 
And to the residents, businesses and other taxpayers of Niles Township, thank 
you for your ongoing support of our students and our schools!
 
Sincerely,
 

Dr. Steven Isoye
Superintendent of Schools 

D219 Seeks Business Partners for Vocational Education Program 

By integrating people with disabilities into their pool of employees, businesses find that they can increase workplace 
diversity, improve their bottom line and expand their customer base. D219 already has a number of local businesses 
that find it is a “win-win” to offer competitive or volunteer employment to D219 students with special needs. D219’s 
Vocational Education Program provides students with work experience in a variety of community settings. Students 
learn work skills that allow them to become productive and valued employees.

Our students can dependably perform work such as:   * answering phones * filing * cleaning * stocking * bagging 
 * sorting * operating cash registers * washing dishes * delivery * warehouse work and more.

If you would like to learn more, please contact Kate Seiwert, Director of Transition Services at katsei@d219.org. 
We can help you build a plan that works best for your business.
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What’s your 
plan FOR after 

high school?
D219 to implement 

Career Pathways to help 
prepare students for life after 

high school
Beginning from early childhood, children are often asked, “What do you want 
to be when you grow up?” Students today have an amazing array of different 
opportunities, and the decision-making process can be somewhat 
overwhelming.

Many high school students don’t know what they want to do for a career. Stu-
dents are likely to change their minds several times, and throughout their life, 
many will change jobs several times as well. Some of today’s careers may be-
come obsolete, and likewise, the future will bring jobs we do not yet envision.

The current employment outlook for the United States indicates that most 
jobs will require post-secondary education and training beyond high school. 
Whether a student is planning to attend a four-year university, a two-year col-
lege, a vocational school, enter the work force, or join the military, the explo-
ration of possible career pathways is important. While in high school, it is valu-
able for students to explore multiple areas to assist in decision-making about 
where their skills and passions intersect.

Beginning with this fall’s incoming freshmen, the Class of 2022, D219 students 
will select a Career Pathway or Pathways after meeting with their guidance 
counselor. The Student Services Teams will assist all students to maximize their 
experience at D219. A Career Pathway is a program of academic and tech-
nical study that groups related career specialties.  Career Pathways link stu-
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dent learning to the knowledge and skills needed for fu-
ture education and employment. D219 outlines 11 Career 
Pathways:

• Architecture and Construction

• Arts, Audio Visual Technology, and Communication

• Business, Marketing, Management, and Finance

• Information Technology and Computer Science

• Education and Training

• Manufacturing/Engineering Technology

• Government, Human Services, and Law

• Health Science

• Hospitality, Food, Agriculture, and Natural Resources

• Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM)

• Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics

(See the chart on pages 9-10 for an example of a D219 
Career Pathway.)

Students and their parents can access the Student Plan-
ning Guide on the school’s website at www.niles219.org 
for a detailed four-year planning guide for each of the 11 
Career Pathways. A pathway has its own knowledge and 
skill requirements. Programs of study are sequential and 
based on industry expectations and skill standards. This 
guide includes a recommended sequence of pathway 
coursework in subject areas, as well as recommended 
pathway electives, occupations within that pathway, as 
well as clubs and activities that relate to the pathway.
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Here’s an example of the Manufacturing & Engineering Technology Pathway and the course sequences.

Introduction to Engineering 
Design
(IED-PLTW)

Students dig deep into the design process, applying math, 
science, and engineering principles to identify, design, and 
prototype solutions.

Principles of Engineering
(POE-PLTW)

Students develop problem-solving skills by tackling real-world 
engineering problems through theory and practical hands-on 
experiences.

Computer Integrated 
Manufacturing
(CIM-PLTW)

Students learn various aspects of civil engineering and architec-
ture and apply their learning to the design and development of 
a local property site.

CNC Programming & 
Machining Technology

Students work towards industry standard certifications in the area 
of precision machining and manufacturing technology.

Welding & Metal 
Fabrication

This course introduces students to the basic skills/procedures 
needed for Industry Certificates in Welding.

Pathway Coursework English Math Social 
Studies

World 
Language

Physical Welfare
(PE)

Science Lunch

Introduction to 
Engineering 

Design

Freshman 
English

Algebra or 
Geometry World History

World 
Language 
Elective

Freshman 
Physical

Education 
Biology Lab Lunch

Principles of 
Engineering

Sophomore 
English

Geometry 
or Algebra 2

Civics World 
Language 
Elective

Sophomore 
PE/Health

Chemistry Lab Lunch
Public 

Speaking

Computer 
Integrated 

Manufacturing

Junior 
English

Algebra 2 
or Calculus US History

World 
Language

OR
Pathway 
Elective

Physical 
Welfare
 Elective

Physics Lab Lunch

CNC 
Programming 
& Machining 
Technology

English - 
College Prep

Pathway 
Elective

Consumer 
Education World 

Language 
OR

Pathway 
Elective

Physical 
Welfare
 Elective

Pathway 
Elective

Pathway 
Elective

Lunch

English 
Elective

Pathway 
ElectiveWelding & Metal 

Fabrication

Ye
ar
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ar
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Manufacturing & Engineering Technology Pathway 
continued.

Pathway Electives
• AP Calculus
• AP Physics
• Art
• Automotive             

Fundamentals
• Civil Engineering 

& Architecture
• Digital Electronics
• Fashion
• Intro to Computer 
       Science

• AP Computer Science             
       Principles
• Investing
• AP Economics
• Entrepreneurship & Business 
       Strategies
• Marketing
• AP Statistics
• AP Government
• Theatre Workshop

Public Speaking: Select one of the following courses:  
• Intro to Debate (Meets Social Studies requirement)
• Theatre Workshop (Meets FAA requirement)
• Broadcasting
• Public Speaking (Meets English requirement)
Consumer Education: Select one of the following courses:
• Consumer Education
• Business & Tech 1&2
• Work Study
World Language: Please check with your counselor to 
determine language requirements.
• Chinese
• French
• German
• Hebrew
• Spanish

Our high schools’ College and Career Resource Centers    
offer students a range of other resources to inform students 
about potential career choices. These include:

Inspire Your Future: this service helps business professionals 
connect with students exploring their career options. Com-
panies provide “career coaches” who help students learn 
more about what it takes to pursue a particular  career . This 
is a service of NSERVE, a career and technical education 
consortium in Chicago’s northern suburbs. More at 
www.inspireyourfuture.org.

Naviance: this comprehensive online college and career 
readiness solution helps districts and schools align student 
strengths and interests to post-secondary goals.

Career Cruising: this self-exploration and planning program 
helps people of all ages achieve their potential in school, 
career and life.
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Architecture 
& Construction 

arts, audio 
visual 
technology
  & communication

government, 
human services
& law

business, 
marketing, 
management 
& finance

information 
technology
& computer
science

education &
training

manufacturing
& engineering
technology

health science

hospitality, food, 
agriculture &
natural
resources

science, 
technology,
engineering &
mathematics

transportation,
distribution
& logistics
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seeking 
business & 
community 
partners

The Education to Careers 
(ETC) program helps D219 
students understand how 
they can best take advan-
tage of their high school 
experiences, to investigate 
career choices and oppor-
tunities in the workplace. 
ETC programs, Job Shadow 
Days and Ask the Expert 
Days, provide students with 
invaluable opportunities 
to interact with profession-
als in various career areas. 
Students gain knowledge 
of job responsibilities and 
the critical skills that life and 
work demand, as well as a 
better understanding of why 
English, math, science and 
other courses they take at 
school are vitally important. 
Work-based learning experi-
ences may include mock 
businesses or school-based 
businesses, research projects, 
and a myriad of opportuni-
ties to learn about the career 
world. Counselors, teachers 
and the ETC Coordinator 
provide guidance to those 
students who are seeking 
more long-term opportunities 
such as part-time jobs or ser-
vice learning (volunteer) ex-
periences. During the school 
year, contact ETC Coordina-
tor Lisa Edelson at lisede@
d219.org to find out how to 
participate in ETC programs, 
or visit the website at https://
sites.google.com/d219.
org/educationtocareers

Business, Marketing, 
Management & Finance 
pathway:  creative ideas 
led to internships

Niles North students participated in their very own version of Shark 
Tank, the popular television show in which budding entrepre-
neurs pitch their ideas to investors. Jean Attig’s Business Strate-
gies & Entrepreneurship class worked with a team from Creative 
Promotional Products in Skokie to develop new and innovative 
products to bring to the marketplace. The Creative team con-
sisted of Dan Granick, President; Jeremy Brick, Vice President 
of Brand Development; Jonathan Lee, Director of Marketing; 
and Mike Elowe, Chief Operating Officer and Vice President.

“As a group we realized that none of us were aware of this industry 
when we were making life decisions such as choosing a college
or a first job,” said Elowe. “We thought, why not try to change 
that? We wanted to empower the students to be able to make
 something themselves.”

The students so impressed the Creative team, that not only did 
every student in the class get offered a summer internship, but 
the product that the students pitched will get a real chance 
at being developed and brought to the marketplace. 

Simon Michalski, a student in the class, said, “Being able to 
work with Creative is definitely one of the best opportuni-
ties for success that I have received during high school. I have 
a much better idea of what I want to do with my future and I 
think that every student should get an opportunity like this.”
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Following are just a few of the remarkable achievements by our students and 
faculty members this year. 

Niles West student Nicole Cwiok was the first place winner in the Artistic Dis-
covery Congressional Art Competition sponsored by U.S. Congresswoman Jan 
Schakowsky. Her artwork will hang in the Capitol Building in Washington, DC 
for one year. Esther Park of Niles North received the third place award.

The Niles North Business Strategies & Entrepreneurship class taught by Jean Attig 
worked with Creative Promotional Strategies in Skokie. The entire class received 
summer internships and may bring a product to stores in the future (pet product).

Niles West scientists Katherine Benstead, Kate Karaman, and Alexia Popescu 
competed at the Intel-ISEF competition held in Pittsurgh, PA. Popescu received 

a special award from the University of Arizona, including a $12,000 scholarship. 
Intel-ISEF is the world’s largest international pre-college science competition. 

Niles West teacher Troy Blunier was recognized for the Emerging Leader (EL) 
honor from the International Technology and Engineering Educators Asso-
ciation (ITEEA). This honor is a coveted mark of distinction in technology and 
engineering education.

The 16th annual Dance Marathon raised $80,823.38 for charity. This year D219’s 
Dance Marathon will support A Better Life For Kids, a non-profit organization 
founded to provide opportunities and to improve the quality of life of needy 
children in Ghana. A secondary beneficiary is The Education Foundation, which 
provides academic resources to students in Niles Township.

D219 Debate Team:  West Debate Team scholarships totaled almost $200,000 
this year. The total amount of college debate scholarships offered almost $1.2 
million over the last eight years. Marcus Williams, a North debater, was award-
ed a $20,000, four-year scholarship to attend the University of Kentucky.

John Kretsos was awarded the Distinguished Secondary Teacher Award from 
Northwestern University. He was nominated by Emily Moy, a 2018 graduating 
Northwestern University student. The award is given to exceptional high school 
teachers who have had a lasting impact on students’ lives.

Forty-seven D219 students, along with the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless, 
lobbied legislators in Springfield. Prior to the visit, students were trained by CCH, 
and once there, met with state representatives to ask support for two bills, the 

Fair Tax Bill and the College Hunger Bill. Students made sure their voices were 
heard by their elected officials, letting them know that they would be held 
accountable. According to sponsor Dena Lichterman, “Our students were 
amazing and got quite a few reps to support the legislation.”

Niles West News was named an Online Pacemaker Finalist, an honor it also 
achieved in 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2016. The National Scholastic Press Asso-

ciation (NSPA) Pacemaker award, one of the oldest awards for scholastic 
journalism, is considered the NSPA’s preeminent award. 

d219  accomplishments
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Niles West joined a highly selective group of schools 
across the country in the PASCH network, which pro-
motes the teaching of the German language and 
aims to build active and long-terms links to Germa-
ny. The Goethe-Institut selected Niles West to be the 
12th PASCH school in the U.S. This year, six students were 
awarded summer study programs through PASCH.

Niles North welcomed students from Israel, the first time a 
public high school in Illinois has had an exchange group 
with Israel. D219 also welcomed exchanges from China 
and Argentina this year and has a longstanding exchange 
with Germany (since 2004).

For the third time, the Auroris Dance Company was se-
lected to compete at the National High School Dance 
Festival.

Twenty students will be studying abroad with the Council 
on International Educational Exchange (CIEE) this summer, 
after earning a total of $74,770 in Global Navigator schol-
arships.  

Niles West students Dareen Chuy, Sean Collins and Rachel 
Ferrigno were named National Merit Finalists. There were 
10 Commended students from Niles West and nine Com-
mended students from Niles North from the Class of 2018.

D219 has 175 Illinois State Scholars from the Class of 2018.

The Niles West Counseling Program was awarded the 
Recognized ASCA Model Program (RAMP) designa-
tion, an honor given to schools that have implement-
ed comprehensive, data-driven school counseling 
programs and achieved improved student outcomes.

Niles West held the first Wolf Pack Gives Back Community 
Service Day this year. More than 120 students and 15 adults 
engaged in 400 hours of community service.

D219 Robotics teams North 333R and West 321A were Semi-
finalists at state and qualified for the World competition. 
321A also won the Excellence award, the highest award 
presented.

Niles West swimmer Mia Piljevic was named the Chicago 
Tribune Community Choice Athlete of the Year for the 
Central Suburban Zone. She will swim for the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison.

Niles West artists received over $4 million in scholarship of-
fers from the 5th annual Illinois High School Art Exhibition.
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BY THE NUMBERS

Class of 2018
# of Graduates North West   

478 561

100 76 50 35 26

100 95 80 72 48

For every 
100 9th 
graders

Earn a 
high 
school 
diploma

Enter 
college

Return 
Sophomore 
Year

BA/BS
within 6
years

national data

district 219 data

Data from college board & national student clearinghouse
Nationally,

 74% 
do not earn a 

bachelor’s degree

4 in 5

2 in 3

170 %

Americans with a high 
school diploma or less 
accounted for four out 
of every five jobs lost in 
the recent recession

Jobs created in this decade 
will require some form of 
postsecondary education

Earnings of full time workers 
with bachelor’s degrees 
relative to high school 
graduates
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Expenditures FY ‘17          % 
      Educational $112,574,678 76.3% 
      Operations/Maintenance  8,434,497  5.7%
      Debt Services 10,813,196 7.3%
      Transportation 4,593,260 3.1%
      IMRF/SS 4,059,442 2.7%
      Capital Projects 3,025,809 2.0%
      Tort 4,116,840 2.8%
Total Expenditures $147,617,722 100.0% 

Revenues FY ‘17       %
     Local sources:
          Property taxes $136,886,611 86.6% 
          Replacement taxes 5,595,831  3.5% 
          Interest 2,296,280 1.5%
          Other 3,846,830 2.4%
     State sources 7,090,168 4.5%
     Federal sources 2,328,662 1.5%
Total Revenue $158,044,382 100.0%

FINANCIAL REPORT

property taxes

ed
uc

ational

With the goal of providing an excellent education to its students in the most fiscally responsible 
manner, the district has taken a number of steps to reduce debt in a way that will avoid future 
costs for taxpayers, and to maintain D219’s strong financial condition. Specifically:

• D219 issued building bonds in 2007 that included a provision to pay off some incurred debt 
after 10 years. The Board of Education paid off $63.3 million of this debt in 2017.

• In 2020, the district intends to call an additional $31 million in debt against a 2010 bond issue.

• These actions together will save taxpayers more than $94 million in principal , and a total of 
$140 in principal and interest payments, over the next 10 years.

• In addition, since 2013, D219 has levied taxes at a lower rate than allowed by law, resulting in 
tax abatements of $12.6 million over a five-year period.
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The Great American Eclipse of 2017:  On August 21, a total solar eclipse was viewable across the continental United 
States. The last time a total solar eclipse crossed the entire continental United States was in 1918. The D219 area had 
87% coverage. Students at Niles North, Niles West, and Niles Central were instructed about what happens during a 
total solar eclipse, and how to view the eclipse safely. Every student and staff member was issued ISO-compliant, 
protective glasses. Students and staff at all schools (Niles North is pictured) were united in their amazement at being 
able to view this historic event. 


