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COURSE DESCRIPTION
 
 
ELL 2
RDYX03
Length:  2 semesters
Credit:  4 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12
Grade Weight:  III
Prerequisite:  Placement tests
 
English Language Learners 2 Reading is an intermediate course offered to non-native speakers who have some 
proficiency in English, but still have difficulty in the areas of reading fluency and reading comprehension. This course 
provides support in developing reading, writing, and speaking skills.  Students are introduced to different literary 
genres and begin to develop expository and creative writing skills.  Classes meet for one period a day.  
 

 



COURSE MATERIALS
 
Reading Fluency Levels A & B by Blachowicz and Fisher 

The Human Comedy by William Saroyan 

My Name Is Aram by William Saroyan

Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman

Nobody’s Family Is Going to Change by Louise Fitzhugh

Holes by Louis Sachar

The Land of Hope by Joan Lowery Nixon

Childhood of Famous Americans 

Funny in Farsi

Focus on Reading and Writing - Intermediate by Laurie Barton, Carolyn Dupaquier Sardinas

Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother by Amy Chua

500 Sundays by Billy Crystal

Fatherhood by Bill Cosby

North Star 3 Reading and Writing by Laurie Barton and Carolyn Dupaquier Sardinas

 



EXPLANATORY NOTES
 
Introduction
 
The populations of our ELL classes are not constant.  Throughout the year, students move and transfer to other 
schools.  At the same time, new students with varying educational, linguistic, and cultural backgrounds arrive and 
must be integrated into the program.  Thus, the curriculum must incorporate an element of on-going review in order to 
help recent arrivals catch up. 
 
The process of acquiring a second language is neither swift nor simple.  Concepts need to be introduced and then later 
reiterated in order to provide students with adequate opportunities to assimilate information.
 
Structure
  
ELL 2 includes 42 minutes of class time.  Grades reflect the students’ achievement on tests, quizzes, homework, and 
daily participation and preparation.
 
Because the common assessment is skills-based, teachers are free to choose the content from the list of materials as 
long as they cover the key skills. The first semester focuses on fiction—short stories, novels, drama and poetry. The 
second semester is focused on non-fiction—memoirs, autobiographies, biographies, essays and newspaper articles. 
 
Teachers frequently include information about various aspects of American culture and history to help students 
become assimilated. At the same time, cultural diversity is also valued in our ELL classes. Students are encouraged 
to share their countries’ cultural approach to whatever concept is being presented.  Projects involving various foods, 
holidays, flags, etc. are shared to enhance the students’ national pride as well as cultural awareness of others.
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I.  Over-arching Reading Target :  I can critically read and derive meaning from a variety of

                                                        texts.
a.  I can identify the author’s main idea or purpose.
b.  I can locate supporting details in a passage.
c.  I can use textual evidence to make accurate and appropriate inferences and
    conclusions.
d.  I can determine the meaning of unfamiliar words through context.
e.  I can identify the sequence of events in a passage.
f.   I can summarize a passage
g.  I can make predictions

 
Over-arching Writing Target :  I can write for a variety of purposes and audiences, conveying

                                                  their intended message and meaning.
a.  I can write a controlling idea  (topic + opinion) (focus)
b.  I can provide support for the controlling idea  (support)
c.  I can explain the connection between the support and the controlling idea (elaboration)  
d.  I can structure writing demonstrating a clear, logical flow of ideas. (organization)
e.  I can use standard written English (usage)
f.   I can correctly cite where I found information
g.  I can paraphrase information  

 
Over-arching Speaking Target:  I can speak fluently in a variety of settings (one-on-one,

                                                     small group, large discussion).
a.  I can correctly pronounce words. (see appendix)
b.  I can understand the relationship between the spelling and pronunciation of the word
    (see appendix)
c.  I can retell a passage I read aloud.
d.  I can clearly express my opinion in a small or large group discussion.

 
Over-arching Listening Target:  I can listen and understand oral texts and discussion.

a.  I can correctly write dictation.
b.  I can answer questions after listening to a fiction or non-fiction passage
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I.  Over-arching Reading Target :  I can critically read and derive meaning from a variety of
                                                        texts.

a.  I can identify the author’s main idea or purpose.
b.  I can locate supporting details in a passage.
c.  I can use textual evidence to make accurate and appropriate inferences and
    conclusions.
d.  I can determine the meaning of unfamiliar words through context.
e.  I can identify the sequence of events in a passage.
f.   I can summarize a passage
g.  I can make predictions
h.  I can make connections within and between works
i.   I can identify cause and effect relationships within a work

 
Over-arching Writing Target :  I can write for a variety of purposes and audiences, conveying

                                                  their intended message and meaning.
a.  I can write a controlling idea  (topic + opinion) (focus)
b.  I can provide support for the controlling idea  (support)
c.  I can explain the connection between the support and the controlling idea (elaboration)  
d.  I can structure writing demonstrating a clear, logical flow of ideas. (organization)
e.  I can use standard written English (usage)
f.   I can correctly cite where I found information
g.  I can paraphrase information  

 
Over-arching Speaking Target:  I can speak fluently in a variety of settings (one-on-one,

                                                     small group, large discussion).
a.  I can correctly pronounce words. (see appendix)
b.  I can understand the relationship between the spelling and pronunciation of the word
    (see appendix)
c.  I can retell a passage I read aloud.
d.  I can clearly express my opinion in a small or large group discussion.

 
Over-arching Listening Target:  I can listen and understand oral texts and discussion.

a.  I can correctly write dictation.
b.  I can answer questions after listening to a fiction or non-fiction passage

 
 
 
 

 
APPENDIX I

WIDA Consortium
World Class Instructional Design and Assessment

Developing, Expanding, and Bridging ELL Reading 2

 



 
WIDA Language Domain:  Listening

● Locate, select, order information from oral descriptions
● Follow multi-step oral directions
● Categorize or sequence oral information using pictures, objects
● Compare and contrast functions, relationships from oral information
● Analyze and apply oral information
● Identify cause and effect from oral discourse
● Draw conclusions from oral information
● Make connections from oral discourse
● Follow everyday conversations with teachers or other adults
● Infer subtleties from oral messages or information related to school life

 
 

WIDA Language Domain:  Speaking
● Describe processes, procedures
● Formulate hypostheses, make predictions
● Retell stories or events
● Discuss stories, issues, concepts
● Give speeches, oral reports
● Offer creative solutions to issues, problems
● Engage in debates
● Express and defend points of view

 
 

WIDA Language Domain:  Reading
● Sequence pictures, events, processes
● Identify main ideas
● Use context clues to determine meaning of words
● Interpret information or data
● Find details that support main ideas
● Identify word families, figures of speech
● Conduct research to glean information from multiple sources
● Draw conclusions from explicit and implicit text
● Scan material from visually supported text to identify details that confirm main ideas
● Draw conclusions based on information from text

 
 
 

WIDA Language Domain:  Writing
● Produce bare-bones expository or narrative texts
● Compare/contrast information
● Describe events, people, processes, procedures
● Summarize information from graphic organizers or notes
● Edit and revise writing

 



● Create original ideas or detailed responses
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX II
READING 2 SEQUENCE FOR PHONEMIC AWARENESS

1. Review short (closed) vowels and long (open) vowels
 

1. Review VC/CV and V/CV
 

1. –ng and –nk endings
 
 



1. Vowel teams
 

-ea and –ee
-ai and –ay
-oa and –oe

1. Review syllable division (p.132)
 

1. –er, -ir, -ur
 

1. –ow, -ou
 

1. –ar, -or
 

1. /ew/ (grew) and /ew/ (few
 

1. /eu/ (feud) and /eu/ neutral
 

1. /eigh/ or /ei/ (vein) and /ei/ ceiling and /ie/ chief
 

1. 3 syllable words
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APPENDIX III

 
SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTIONAL UNITS 

 
1. Technical reading and critical reviews—the technical language of architecture  

a. Glossary of architecture terms 
b. The Architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright 

2. The technical language of drama 
c. Glossary of drama terms 
d. Stage plays 

i. Death Knocks
ii.Lithuania 
iii. The Boor 

 



iv. The Miracle Worker 
v. Brighton Beach Memoirs 

b. Teleplays 
i. Everybody Loves Raymond 

1. “The Ball”
2. “High School”
3. “The Dog” 
4. “Mozart” 

ii.The Wonder Years
1. “Pilot” 
2. “My Father’s Office” 
3. “Mom Wars”

iii. Taxi
1. “Louie’s Mother”
2. “High School Reunion” 
3. “Louie and the Blind Girl” 
4. “Fledgling” 

iv. Family Ties 
1. “Spring Reminds Me”
2. “Super Mom”

c. Screen Plays (see technical reading and critical reviews—the technical language of film unit below)
d. Group film project 

1. The technical language of poetry 
a. Glossary of poetry terms 
b. William Carlos Williams

i. “The Horse” 
ii.“The Bare Tree” 
iii. “The Term” 
iv. “The Young Housewife” 

c. Langston Hughes 
i. “Mother to Son” 
ii.“Troubled Woman” 
iii. “Dying Beast”

d. William Wordsworth: “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud”
e. Oliver Wendell Holmes: “The Last Leaf” 

 



Technical reading and critical reviews—the technical language of film 
f. Glossary of film terms 
g. Activities 

i. Read original sources 
ii.Read screenplays 
iii. Read film reviews 

h. Films 
i. American films 

1. Dead Poets Society
2. The Emperor’s Club 

i. Iranian films
1. The Color of Paradise
2. A Time for Drunken Horses
3. Children of Heaven
4. Baran
5. The White Balloon
6. Bashu, The Little Stranger

 
 

 



 
 

 


