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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
LEARNER (ELL)
Pathways illustrate typical movement within a sequence of courses; however,
adjustments in sequence can be made to accommodate individual needs.

Intro to ELL 1

ELL 1 ELL 2 ELL 3 ELL American Lit

ELL 1
 Reading

ELL 2
Reading 

ELL US History

 

Global Studies
Bilingual Assyrian

Physical Science
Bilingual Assyrian

Biology 
Bilingual Assyrian

Algebra Fundamentals
Bilingual Assyrian

Geometry
Bilingual Assyrian

+

The ELL Program is for students who have recently 
arrived to the U.S.  Students are enrolled in classes based 
upon test scores and teacher recommendations.  The 
program focuses on improving students’ reading, writing, 
speaking and listening skills.  In addition to English classes 
an Intro to Social Studies class, U.S. History class and 
American Literature class are offered.  ELL 1, ELL 2, and 
ELL 3 earn 2 credits each semester -one credit will count 
as an English credit and one will count as a general elective 
credit.  Intro to ELL 1 earns 4 credits each semester – one 
credit will count as an English credit and three will count as a 
general elective credit. Failed ELL courses may be replaced 
with a senior English course or an English elective.  Depart-
mental director’s approval is needed.

ASSYRIAN BILINGUAL

ELL 3
Grammar/Literature

ELL 1
Grammar/Literature

ELL 2
Grammar/Literature
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INTRODUCTION TO ELL 1
ENYX00, ESYX00
(Meets 4 Periods Daily)
Length: 2 semesters
Credit: 8 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12
Grade Weight: General
Prerequisite:  Placement tests

Intro to ELL 1 is a beginning course for English 
learners with no English proficiency.  Emphasis 
is on basic literacy skills and communication in 
speaking, listening, reading and writing English.  
Vocabulary development, sentence structure, 
de-coding (phonics), comprehension, spelling 
and critical thinking skills will be emphasized.  
Time will also be devoted to understanding the 
American school day and the student’s respon-
sibilities in the system.  Classes meet for four 
periods a day.

ELL 1 
ENYX01, ESYX01
Length: 2 semesters
Credit: 4 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12
Grade Weight: General
Prerequisite:  Placement tests   

English Language Learners 1 is the beginning 
course offered to non-native speakers with no 
English proficiency or limited English proficiency.  
Emphasis is placed on basic communication 
skills.  Classes meet for two periods a day.

ELL READING 1  
RDYX01
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12
Grade Weight: General
Prerequisite:  Placement tests

Emphasis in class is placed on developing 
basic reading skills.  Students are introduced to 
folk tales, human interest stories, biographies 
and short stories.  They are introduced to the 

skills of prediction, comprehension of main ideas, 
comprehension of details, sequential order, and 
inference.

ELL 2 
ENYX02, ESYX02
Length: 2 semesters
Credit: 4 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12
Grade Weight: General
Prerequisite:  Placement tests

English Language Learners 2 is an intermediate 
course offered to non-native speakers who have 
some proficiency in English, but still have difficulty 
communicating and understanding.  This course 
provides support in developing reading, writing, 
and speaking skills.  Students are introduced to dif-
ferent literary genres and begin to develop exposi-
tory and creative writing skills.  Classes meet for 
two periods a day.

ELL READING 2
RDYX03
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12
Grade Weight: General
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

The focus of ELL 2 Reading is to teach students to 
read for both meaning and appreciation.  Emphasis 
is on learning critical reading strategies that will im-
prove students’ comprehension of fiction and non-
fiction writing.  Students develop and expand their 
vocabulary within the context of the class readings 
and learn word attack skills.  Students analyze and 
discuss literature by applying literary terms to dif-
ferent genres of literature, including short stories, 
plays, novels, and poetry.
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ELL 3 
ENYX03, ESYX03
Length: 2 semesters
Credit: 4 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12
Grade Weight: General
Prerequisite:  Placement tests

English Language Learners 3 is the advanced 
course offered to non-native speakers who 
have previously studied English.  Emphasis is 
placed on essay writing and analysis of short 
stories and novels.

ELL ALGEBRA FUNDAMENTALS
MAYX01
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12
Grade Weight: General 
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation 

Algebra Fundamentals is a course designed 
for the ELL student to address straightforward 
algebra concepts while reviewing arithmetic and 
other basic operations.  Students will review ba-
sic operations and concepts from an algebraic 
perspective to develop the foundation to suc-
cessfully participate in Algebra 12-22 the fol-
lowing year.  The topics of study include basic 
operations with integers, variables, polynomi-
als, and exponents.  Solving linear equations, 
inequalities, and graphing are also studied.

ELL ALGEBRA 1
MAYX01
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12
Grade Weight: General 
Cap of 20 students

This is the first year ELL sheltered Algebra 1 
course.  Topics include: the number systems; alge-
braic symbols and formulas; arithmetic operations 
with algebraic expressions; equations and inequali-
ties; coordinate systems and mathematical graphic; 
systems of equations; factoring; algebraic frac-
tions; exponents and radicals; functions; quadratic 
equations; elementary probability and statistics 
concepts.  A graphic calculator (Typically a TI-83 or 
TI-84) will be used--see teacher’s rules and proce-
dures for exact recommendations/requirements.

ELL INTRO TO SOCIAL STUDIES 1
SOYX03
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12
Grade Weight: General 
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation 

This general elective year-long course, which may 
be co-taught by an ELL teacher and a Social Stud-
ies teacher, provides ELL 1 and ELL 2 students 
with key vocabulary, geography, map skills, and 
reading, writing, and speaking skills necessary for 
basic comprehension in the content of Social Stud-
ies.  ELL 2 students with sufficient background may 
take Global Studies concurrently with this course.   
Does not carry Social Studies credit but counts as 
a general elective credit.
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ELL MODERN WORLD
SOYX02
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit:  2 credits
Open to Grades: 9
Grade Weight:  General 
Prerequisite: Placement recommendation.

This is an ELL Sheltered course designed to 
provide limited English proficiency students 
with an opportunity to develop the reasoning 
skills associated with the study of social stud-
ies. ELL Modern World History is a two semes-
ter course that covers the history of the world 
from 1491-present in Africa, Asia, North and 
South America, Europe, and the Mideast. The 
overarching question for the course asks about 
continuity and change between each area of 
focus and our modern world. The first semes-
ter covers World History from approximately 
1491-1914 (start of WWI), and the second 
semester covers from WWI to the present. The 
history of Europe is still a major emphasis in 
this course, but it is integrated into the history 
of the rest of the world. Modern World His-
tory emphasizes reading, writing, and research 
skills, and it culminates with an independent 
research project in which a student will analyze 
continuity and change for a particular topic 
or region. Appropriate accommodations are 
made to meet the varied language abilities, 
learning styles, reading levels, and mathemati-
cal abilities.

ELL UNITED STATES HISTORY     
SOYX01
Length:  2 semesters 
Credit:  2 credits
Open to Grades: 11-12 
Grade Weight: General 
Prerequisite:  ELL 3 and ELL teacher           
recommendation 

This course is for students with limited English 
proficiency.   This class should be taken concur-
rently with ELL American Literature and Composi-
tion.

ELL AMERICAN LIT. & COMP.     
ENYX11
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 11-12 
Grade Weight: General 
Prerequisite:  ELL 3 and ELL teacher recommen-
dation

This is both a writing and American literature 
course for non-native speakers of English.  The 
course consists of a thematic approach to study-
ing literature and culture.  Emphasis is placed on 
continuing to improve writing skills in the English 
language and on developing skills in reading and 
analyzing the literature of significant American au-
thors.  Students will write frequently about litera-
ture as well as personal experiences.

ELL PHYSICAL SCIENCE 13-23     
SCYX01
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-10 
Grade Weight: General 
Prerequisite:  Placement recommendation

This is an ELL sheltered course designed to pro-
vide limited English proficiency students with an 
opportunity to develop the reasoning skills as-
sociated with the processes of science.  Physics 
semester topics will include forces, motion, and 
energy.  Chemistry semester concepts will include 
properties of matter, equilibrium, kinetics, and 
atomic structure.  The fundamental science prin-
ciples learned in this course prepare students for 
future laboratory science courses.  Appropriate 
accommodations are made to meet varied lan-
guage abilities, learning styles, reading levels, and 
mathematical abilities.
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Algebra Fundamentals is a course designed for 
the ELL student to address straightforward alge-
bra concepts while reviewing arithmetic and other 
basic operations.  Students will review basic opera-
tions and concepts from an algebraic perspective 
to develop the foundation to successfully partici-
pate in Algebra 12-22 the following year.  The top-
ics of study include basic operation with integers, 
variables, polynomials, and exponents.  Solving 
linear equations, inequalities, and graphing are also 
studied.  This class will have an additional Assyrian/
Arabic speaking instructor in the class.

GLOBAL STUDIES BILINGUAL ASSYRIAN
SOYX15
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit:  2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-10
Grade Weight:  General 
Prerequisite: A score of 2.9 or lower on the 
annual ACCESS for ELLs assessment

This is an ELL sheltered designed to provide limited 
English proficiency students with an opportunity 
to develop the reasoning skills associated with the 
study of social studies.  ELL Global Studies is one 
of the foundation courses of the Social Studies pro-
gram.  It is intended to strengthen students’ skills 
as well as provide the background necessary to 
better understand the histories of both the United 
States and Western Europe in general.  Attention 
is also given to the five major religions and Eastern 
philosophies.  Thus, it is hoped that students will 
leave the class with a strong understanding of the 
world and their place in it.  The major civilizations 
of China, India and the Middle East will be studied 
in-depth; the course culminates with the study of 
the rise of western European civilization.  Appro-
priate accommodations are made to meet varied 
language abilities, learning styles, reading levels, 
and mathematical abilities.  This class will have an 
additional Assyrian/Arabic speaking instructor in 
the class.

ELL BIOLOGY 13-23
SCYX03
Length: 2 semesters
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 10-12
Grade Weight: General
Prerequisite: Physical Science or ILS

A laboratory course for those ELL students 
who are limited in mathematical and language 
skills. It concentrates on life forms and func-
tions and processes of all living things. ELL 
Biology 13-23 is especially recommended for 
those students who may not be academically 
prepared for a more traditional biology course. 
Students selecting this course should do so in 
consultation with their counselor.

ASSYRIAN BILINGUAL 
CLASSES
Assyrian speaking students who scored be-
low a 3.0 composite score on the ACCESS for 
ELLs assessment must be enrolled in a full-time 
transitional bilingual education (TBE) program.  
Students must receive a 3.0 on the ACCESS 
for ELLs in order to exit the full-time Assyrian 
TBE program.  However, parents have the right 
to withdraw their child from the full-time Assyr-
ian bilingual program.

All courses described in this section will have 
an additional Assyrian/Arabic speaking instruc-
tor in the class.

ALGEBRA FUNDAMENTALS 
BILINGUAL ASSYRIAN 
MAYX01
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit:  2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-10
Grade Weight:  General 
Prerequisite: A score of 2.9 or lower on the 
annual ACCESS for ELLs assessment
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PHYSICAL SCIENCE 
BILINGUAL ASSYRIAN 13-23
SCYX11
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-10 
Grade Weight: General 
Prerequisite:  A score of 2.9 or lower on the an-
nual ACCESS for ELLs assessment

This is an ELL sheltered course designed to 
provide limited English proficiency students 
with an opportunity to develop the reasoning 
skills associated with the processes of science.  
Physics semester topics will include forces, mo-
tion, and energy.  Chemistry semester concepts 
will include properties of matter, equilibrium, 
kinetics, and atomic structure.  The fundamen-
tal science principles learned in this course 
prepare students for future laboratory science 
courses.  Appropriate accommodations are 
made to meet varied language abilities, learning 
styles, reading levels, and mathematical abili-
ties.  This class will have an additional Assyrian/
Arabic speaking instructor in the class.

BIOLOGY 13-23 BILINGUAL ASSYRIAN
SCYX13
Length: 2 semesters
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 10-12
Grade Weight: General
Prerequisite: Physical Science or ILS and a 
score of 2.9 or lower on the annual ACCESS for 
ELLs assessment

A laboratory course for those ELL students who 
are limited in mathematical and language skills. 
It concentrates on life forms and functions and 
processes of all living things. ELL Biology 13-
23 is especially recommended for those stu-
dents who may not be academically prepared 
for a more traditional biology course. Students 
selecting this course should do so in consulta-
tion with their counselor.  This class will have an 
additional Assyrian/Arabic speaking instructor in 
the class.

ALGEBRA FUNDAMENTALS
BILINGUAL ASSYRIAN
MAYX13
Length: 2 semesters
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12
Grade Weight: General
Prerequisite: A score of 2.9 or lower on the 
annual ACCESS for ELLs assessment

Algebra Fundamentals is a course designed for 
the ELL student to address straightforward alge-
bra concepts while reviewing arithmetic and other 
basic operations.  Students will review basic opera-
tions and concepts from an algebraic perspective 
to develop the foundation to successfully partici-
pate in Algebra 12-22 the following year.  The top-
ics of study include basic operations with integers, 
variables, polynomials, and exponents.  Solving 
linear equations, inequalities, and graphing are also 
studied.  This class will have an additional Assyrian/
Arabic speaking instructor in the class.

GEOMETRY BILINGUAL ASSYRIAN
MAYX12
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 10-12 
Grade Weight: General 
Prerequisite: Algebra 10-20 and a score of 2.9 or 
lower on the annual ACCESS for ELL’s assessment

This is an informal geometry course. It deals with 
the topics of plane Euclidean and coordinate 
geometry. Topics include: congruency, similarity, 
parallel lines, circles, polygons, areas, volumes, 
and right triangle trigonometry. Algebra concepts 
are integrated throughout. Problem solving is a 
focal point of the course. A scientific calculator is 
required. However, a graphing calculator (typically 
a TI-83 or TI-84) is strongly recommended as a 
graphing calculator is required in future mathemat-
ics courses.  This class will have an additional As-
syrian/Arabic speaking instructor in the class.
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